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in Afrikander trade unions/* and of directing "the purchasing
power of Afrikanders towards Afrikander commercial, indus-
trial and other enterprises." Indeed there existed already
an Afrikander Trade Union movement.
For ardent Nationalists in the period the issue of a
republic, next to neutrality, was the enduring theme of
debate. In 1940 Die Transvalert the chief organ of advanced
nationalism in the Transvaal, outlined in characteristic
terms the'future state:
It will be a republic in which there will be no place for British public insti-
tutions. These things, which are foreign to the spirit and wishes of the
Afrikander people, will be annihilated to the very foundations. It will be
a republic with a government that is not subject to all sorts of foreign
influences. General Smuts' holistic views, according to which the small
Afrikaans culture must be dissolved in the great English culture, and South
Africa be but a part of the great British Empire, will find no place in this
Afrikaans republic. Mr. Hofmeyr's negrophilism and liberalism, which
would wipe out all colour bars and would make the Afrikander a backboneless
being, will have no place in this Afrikaans republic. Colonel StaUanTs
imperialism, which would make South Africa subordinate in all respects
to British interests, will have no place in this Afrikaans republic. Mr.
Madeley's socialism, and conceptions of the Afrikaans people, will have
no place in this Afrikaans republic. The spirit of people who are too afraid
to speak about a republic, will also find no entry in this republic. In eco-
nomic policy this republic will be no milch-cow of Britain. It will be a
republic in which the Chamber of Mines will not have authority. It will
be a republic built up on the ideals and views of such men as Piet Relief,
Paul Kruger and Marthinus Steyn.14
Significant in this passage was the characteristic resort
to the traditionalist thinking of the backveld, to the long
and lonely brooding of the Boer upon the incidents of his
history. Like nationalist propaganda elsewhere, it appealed
to an emotional-interpretation of the past as a ground for
present action. The author of the editorial did not view
the Empire as standing for self-government but merely for
conquest and exploitation. He sought separation in order
that Afrikanders might escape a complete and humiliating
assimilation to the political and social institutions of an alien
nation; he wished a state without divided loyalties, with
only one people and one language.
"Quoted in The Forumt Johannesburg, July 27, 1940.